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ATMOSPHERIC VARIATIONS

Francis N. Dukes-Dobos, M.D.,
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HEAT

Four factors influence the interchange of heat between man and
his environment. These are 1) air temperature, 2) air velocity, 3) moisture
content of the air, and 4) radiant temperature. The industrial heat prob-
lem is one in which a combination of these factors produces a working
environment which may be uncomfortable or even hazardous because of
imbalance of metabolic heat production and heat loss.

The fundamental thermodynamic processes involved in heat ex-
change between the body and its environment may be described by the
basic equation of heat balance:

AS=M-E+=R+C 1)

where M=rate of metabolism; AS=change in body heat content;
E=nheat loss through evaporation; R =heat loss or gain by radiation; and
C=heat loss or gain through convection. Under conditions of thermal
equilibrium, this becomes:

M=E+R+C 2)

Under these conditions, since equilibrium means no change in body heat
content, the heat generated within the body by metabolism is completely
dissipated to the environment and AS=0.

For purposes of temperature determination, the body can be
divided into two regions, the deep region or the core, and the superficial
region which is made up largely of the skin and subcutancous tissues.
The thermo-regulatory mechanisms of the body are directed at maintain-
ing a uniform core temperature (about 37.0+=0.5°C/98.6+=1.0°F) while
the temperature of the superficial tissues may vary within a relatively
wide range according to the amount of heat received from or lost to the
environment. The mean weighted skin temperature may vary within the
range of 29 to 36°C/84 to 97°F.

TRANSFER MECHANISMS

When heat loss fails to keep pace with heat gain, the core tempera-
ture begins to rise. At this point certain physiologic mechanisms come
into play in an attempt to increase heat loss from the body. First, there
is dilation of the blood vessels of the skin and subcutaneous tissues with
diversion of a large part of cardiac output to these superficial regions,
There is a concomitant increase in circulating blood volume brought
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about by contraction of the spleen and by dilution of the circulating blood
with fluids drawn from other tissues. Cardiac output is also increased.
All these circulatory adjustments enhance heat transport from the body
core to the surface. Concomitantly the sweat glands become active,
spreading fluid over the skin which removes the heat from the skin surface
by evaporation. Under these conditions the equation (2) may be modified:

E=M=R+C 3)

to indicate that evaporative cooling must balance metabolic plus environ-
mental heat load to maintain thermal equilibrium. If this fails, heat
storage begins with the strain of increased body temperature occurring,
Unchecked, this can lead to heat stroke which is often fatal, and is always
more or less debilitating.

In general, industrial heat exposures may be classified as either
hot-dry or as warm-moist. In the former the moisture content of the air
is not excessive, so evaporative cooling is not impeded. The difficulties
in hot-dry situations arise when the body absorbs more heat by radiation
or convection or both than the cooling power of the sweat which man can
produce and evaporate, that is: M+R+C>E. The human sweat pro-
ducing capacity may be as high as 2 liters per hour, but over an 8-hour
period a sweat rate of 1 liter per hour is considered to be the maximum
which a healthy acclimatized worker can maintain day by day. Warm-
moist environments may occur during the summer in areas where the
outdoor air has a high moisture content or in plants where large amounts
of moisture are released from the industrial processes involved, while air
and radiant temperatures may be moderate. Here, the heat load from
radiation and convection may not be great, but the high humidity inhibits
heat loss from the body through evaporation of sweat and the same
imbalance may occur.

It is apparent from the foregoing that an ordinary room thermometer
(which corresponds to a dry bulb thermometer in scientific terminology)
will not describe the total heat load imposed upon the worker by his job
because it reacts only to the air temperature and thus informs us only
about convective heat change. The globe thermometer is most widely
used for assessing the radiant heat load; the wet bulb thermometer, for
assessing the humidity of the air; and the anemometer, for wind velocity
measurement. The metabolic heat generated within the body can be
assessed by using energy requirement tables published in the literature.
For more accurate determination of metabolism the OXygen consumption
has to be measured.

H all these measurements are performed, it is possible to calculate
the required evaporation (E..,) for maintaining heat equilibrium in a
given work environment. The nomograms of the Belding-Hatch heat
stress index (HSI) make this calculation relatively simple. Furthermore,
the HSI permits the estimation of the maximum evaporative capacity of

the ambient air (Ep,,). It is the ratio Freq X 100 which gives us the HSI

MAX
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value, indicative of the stressfulness of a hot job. There are other simpler
heat stress indices, however, which can be used for the purpose of describ-
ing the environmental heat load. The Corrected Effective Temperature
{CET) can be assessed by the use of a single nomogram and it combines
the values of air temperature, humidity, and wind velocity into one num-
ber which is related to the human comfort feeling. The Wet Bulb Globe
Temperature index (WBGT) is a simplified version of CET. Instead of
a nomogram an equation can be used:

WBGT=0.7 NWB+0.3 GT (for indoors) (4)

WBGT=0.7 NWB+0.2 GT+0.1 DB (for outdoors) (5)
where NWB = natural wet bulb temperature

GT =globe temperature and

DB =dry bulb temperature.

Thus for estimating the WBGT index there is no need for wind velocity
measurements which further simplifies this methodology.

ACCLIMATIZATION

Acclimatization is essential if man is to work in hot environments.
This process of adaptation is characterized by the worker’s ability to per-
form with less increase in core temperature and heart rate and less salt
loss, due to a lower concentration of sodium chloride in the sweat.
The greatest portion of adaptive changes in acclimatization to heat occurs
within the first week. Nonadaptable individuals often abandon hot jobs
within that time span. Acclimatization to heat can, however, be lost
almost as rapidly as it is acquired.

The human sense of thirst is not an adequate regulator of fluid
replacement during heat exposure. If workers are sweating profusely
and do not replace their fluid and salt loss systematically, most of them
will end up each work day in a dehydrated state. The amount of water
loss considered to be still compatible with good health and high degree
of fitness, provided that the water content of the body is restored by the
start of the next work day, is 1.5% of the total body weight.

HARMFUL EFFECTS

Prolonged exposure to excessive heat may cause increased irritability,
lassitude, decrease in morale, increased anxiety, and inability to concen-
trate. The results are mirrored by a general decrease in the efficiency
of production and in the quality of a finished product.

The physical disabilities caused by excessive heat exposure are, in
order of increasing severity, heat rash, heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and
heat stroke.

Heat rash (prickly heat) may be caused by unrelieved exposure to
hot and humid air as may occur in warm-moist climatic zones, The ori-
fices of the sweat ducts become plugged due to the swelling of the
moist keratin layer of the skin which leads to inflammation of the glands.
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There are tiny red vesicles visible in the affected skin area and, if the
affected area is extensive, sweating can be substantially impaired. As a
consequence heat rash not only is a nuisance because of the discomfort
it causes but also can greatly diminish the workers® capacity to tolerate
heat.

Heat cramps may occur after prolonged exposure to heat with pro-
fuse perspiration and inadequate replacement of salt. The signs and
symptoms of heat cramps consist of spasm and pain in the muscles of
the abdomen and extremities. Albuminuria may be a transient finding.

Heat exhaustion may result from physical exertion in a hot environ-
ment when vasomotor control and cardiac output are inadequate to meet
the increased demand placed upon them by peripheral vasodilatation or
the plasma volume is reduced by dehydration. Signs and symptoms of
heat exhaustion may include palor, lassitude, dizziness, syncope, profuse
sweating, and cool moist skin. There may or may not be a mild hyper-
thermia, observable by rectal measurement.

Heat stroke is a serious medical condition. An important predispos-
ing factor is excessive physical exertion. Signs and symptoms may include
dizziness, nausea, severe headache, hot dry skin because of cessation of
sweating, very high body temperature (usually 106°F and rising), con-
fusion, coltapse, delirium, and coma. Often circulation is also compro-
mised to the point of shock. If cooling of the victim’s body is not started
immediately, irreversible damage to vital organs may develop, leading
to death.

Some studies performed in Europe and in South America showed

evidence that workers employed for prolonged time in hot industry have
a higher morbidity rate from cardiovascular diseases.

RECOMMENDED LIMITS

Higher heat exposures than shown in Table 11 are permissible if
the workers have been undergoing medical surveillance and it has been
established that they are more tolerant to work in heat than the average
worker. Workers should not be permitted to continue their usual work
routine when their deep body temperature exceeds 38.0°C.

Table 11. Permissible heat exposure threshold limit values.

Work load*

Work-Rest regimen Light Moderate Heavy
Continuous work 30.0 26.7 25.0
75% Work

25% Rest, Each hour 30.6 28.0 25.9
50% Work

50% Rest, Each hour 314 294 279
25% Work

75% Rest, Each hour 322 311 30.0

*Values are given in °C WBGT
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POTENTIAL OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURES

Animal rendering workers

Bakers

Boiler heaters

Cannery workers

Chemical plant operators working near hot containers and furnaces
Cleaners

Coke oven operators

Cooks

Foundry workers

Glass manufacturing workers

Kiln workers

Miners in deep mines

Outdoor workers during hot weather

Sailors passing hot climatic zones

Shipyard workers when cleaning cargo holds
Smelter workers

Steel and metal forgers

Textile manufacturing workers (weaving, dyeing)
Tire (rubber) manufacturing workers
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COLD

For the body to maintain thermal homeostasis in a cold environ-
ment, certain physiologic mechanisms come into play which tend to limit
heat loss and increase heat production. The first mechanism is one of
peripheral vasoconstriction, especially in the extremities, resulting in a
marked drop in skin temperature. Body heat loss to the environment is
thereby diminished. The most severe strain of this mechanism of heat
conservation is chilling of the extremities so that if activity is restricted,
the toes and fingers may approach freezing temperatures very rapidly.
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Long before that, and in fact when their temperature drops below 15°C,
the hands and fingers become insensitive, and the probability of malfunc-
tion and accidents increases.

In general, cooling stress is proportional to the total thermal
gradient between the skin and the environment since this gradient deter-
mines the rate of heat loss from the body by radiation and convection.
Loss of heat through the mechanism of the evaporation of perspiration
is not significant at environmental temperatures lower than about 15°
to 20°C, When vasoconstriction is no longer adequate to maintain body
heat balance, muscular hypertonus and shivering become important
mechanisms for increasing body temperature by causing metabolic heat
production to increase to several times the resting rate. Not only shiver-
ing, but general physical activity acts to increase metabolic heat. With
proper insulation from clothing to minimize heat loss through even a
large thermal gradient, a satisfactory microclimate may be maintained
with only exposed body surfaces (as the face and the digits of hands and
fect) liable to excessive chilling and frostbite. However, if the garments
become wet either from contact with water or due to sweating during
intensive physical work, their cold insulating property will be greatly
diminished.

HARMFUL EFFECTS

Frostbite occurs when there is actual freezing of the tissues with the
attendant mechanical disruption of cell structure. Theoretically, the freez-
ing point of the skin is —1°C; however, with increasing wind velocity,
heat loss is greater and frostbite will occur more rapidly. Omnce started,
freezing progresses rapidly. For example, if the wind velocity reaches
20 mph, exposed flesh will freeze within about one minute at —10°C.
Furthermore, if the skin comes in direct contact with objects whose sur-
face temperature is below freezing point, frostbite may develop in spite of
warm environmental temperatures, The first warning of frostbite is often
a sharp, pricking sensation. However, cold itself produces numbness and
anesthesia which may permit serious freezing to develop without the
warning of acute discomfort. Injury produced by frostbite may range
from simple superficial injury with redness of the skin, transient anesthesia
and superficial bullae to deep tissue freezing with persisting ischemia,
thrombosis, deep cyanosis, and gangrene.

Trench foot or immersion foot may be caused by long continuous
exposure to cold without freezing, combined with persistent dampness or
actual immersion in water. This condition is due to persistent local tissue
anoxia, combined with mild or severe cold with resultant injury to the
capillary walls. Edema, tingling, itching, and severe pain occur and
may be followed by blistering, superficial skin necrosis, and ulceration.

General hypothermia is an extreme acute problem resulting from
prolonged cold exposure and heat loss. If an individual becomes fatigued
.during physica} activity, he will be more prone to heat loss, and as exhaus-
tion approaches, the vasoconstrictor mechanism is overpowered; then sud-
den vasodilatation occurs with resultant rapid loss of heat, and critical
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cooling ensues. Sedative drugs and alcohol increase the danger of hypo-
thermia,

Vascular abnormalities may be either precipitated or aggravated by
cold exposures. These include chilblain (pernio), Raynaud’s disease,
acrocyanosis, and thromboangiitis obliterans. Workers suffering from
these ailments should take special precautions to avoid chilling. Some
people develop hypersensitivity reactions when exposed to cold.

RECOMMENDED LIMITS

Cold stress indices have been developed for estimating the signifi-
cance of cold environments for human welfare and efficiency. Those
relating insulating effect of clothing and the convective heat loss of cold
air movement {wind chill) are probably most useful in predicting the
impact of cold outdoor exposure.

POTENTIAL OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURES

Occupations with potential exposure include:
Cooling room workers
Divers
Dry ice workers
Firemen
Fishermen
Ice makers
Liquified gas workers
Out-of-door workers during cold weather
Packing house workers
Refrigerated warehouse workers
Refrigeration workers
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HYPERBARIC ENVIRONMENTS

Air pressures in excess of those found at sea level (hyperbaric) are
encountered in both terrestrial and aquatic environments. Sea level pres-
sure equals 14.7 pounds per square inch, or one atmosphere absolute
(ata). Occupational exposures occur in caisson or tunneling operations,
where a compressed gas environment is used to exclude water or mud
and to provide support for structures. Pressures encountered in such
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operations range from less than 2 ata to more than 4 ata. Similarly,
hyperbaric environments are encountered by divers operating underwater,
whether by holding the breath while diving, breathing from a self-con-
tained underwater breathing apparatus (SCUBA), or by breathing gas
mixtures supplied by compression from the surface. While commercial
divers routinely dive to depths greater than 100 meters, even in breath-
holding dives to 30 meters, pressures encountered can be considerable
(each 10-meter increase in sea water depth is equivalent to an increase
of 1 atmosphere pressure},

PRIMARY PRESSURE PHENOMENA

Man can withstand large pressures above normal, providing air has
free access to all surfaces of the body including lungs, sinuses, and the
middle ear. Unequal distribution of pressure can result in barotrauma,
probably the most common occupational disease of those who work in
high pressure environments. Barotrauma refers Lo tissue damage resulting
from expansion or contraction of gas spaces found within or adjacent to
the body, and can occur either during compression (descent) or during
decompression (ascent).

The teeth, sinuses, and ears are frequently affected by such pressure
differentials. For example, gas spaces which may be present adjacent to
tooth roots or fillings may be compressed during descent. Fluid or tissue
forced into these spaces may cause pain either during descent or ascent.
Sinus blockage, comparatively rare in divers, is probably due to occlusion
of the sinus aperture by inflamed nasal mucosa which prevents equaliza-
tion of pressures.

Middle ear barotrauma (aerotitis media) occurs commonly among
divers. Blockage of the eustachian tube as a result of inflammation or by
failure of the diver to clear the ears, creates a negative middle ear pressure
during compression, with progressive inward deformation of the tympanic
membrane, with possible rupture. Forceful Valsalva maneuvers under
these conditions can alse result in round window rupture with inner
car damage.

The lungs themselves may be subject to squeeze if the chest is com-
pressed to a volume smaller than the residual volume of the lung, the
amount of air left in the lungs following forced expiration. Lung squeeze
is occasionally seen in unprotected swimmers who dive by simply holding
the breath. The effect of the squeeze is to force blood and tissue fluids
into the respiratory passages and alveoli. Considerable lung damage may
result.

SECONDARY PRESSURE PHENOMENA

In addition to the mechanical effects there are well known problems
of toxicity from the gases of air at elevated partial pressures. Also some
normally toxic gases such as carbon monoxide are probably more toxic
at elevated partial pressure. These phenomena have to do with molecu-
lar rather than with bulk gas characteristics.

Narcotic action of nitrogen: At 4 atmospheres of pressure or more,
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the gaseous nitrogen in normal air induces a marcotic action evidenced
by decreased ability to work, mood changes, and frequently, a mild to
marked euphoria. The responses are similar to those associated with
alcoholic intoxication. The exact cause of this cerebral disturbance is
unknown. It may be noted, however, that nitrogen is highly soluble in fat,
the ratio of its solubility in fat to its solubility in water being about five
to one. According to the Meyer-Overton hypothesis, a gas having such
a relatively high solubility ratio may act as a narcotic.

Oxygen poisoning: Inhalation of oxygen when its partial pressure
exceeds two atmospheres may result in the production of the signs and
symptoms of oxygen poisoning. These include tingling of fingers and toes,
visual disturbances, acoustic hallucination, confusion, muscle twitching,
especially about the face, nausea, and vertigo. The final result of such
exposure may be the epileptiform convulsion, which ceases as soon
as exposure to high oxygen partial pressures is terminated. This toxic
action of oxygen is greatly enhanced by exercise or by the presence of
moderate amounts of carbon dioxide. At one atmosphere, about 15
p-s.i., pure oxygen will irritate the throat although symptoms of systemic
oxygen poisoning do not occur if the exposure is relatively short.

1t should be noted that the greatest hazard in oxygen administration
in chambers is the danger of fire. It is also true that in increased environ-
mental pressures an increased partial pressure of oxygen enhances the
fire hazard.

Effect of carbon dioxide: Carbon dioxide enhances the toxicity of
oxygen and the narcotic effect of nitrogen, and in addition a higher
incidence of bends has been reported in association with a rise in the CO,
pressure. The partial pressure of CO, present in the breathing medium
in a compressed air environment should not exceed the equivalent of 0.2
percent CO, at one atmosphere pressure.

DECOMPRESSION

An opposite effect to lung squeeze, expansion of air in the lungs,
may occur during ascent from depths of water or during decompression
in a chamber. Air in the lung at a depth of 130 feet is at 5 ata. It will
increase in volume five times when decompression to normal atmospheric
pressure occurs. If decompression is excessively rapid and sufficient air
is not exhaled, some of the pulmonary alvcoli will rupture with the forma-
tion of one or more of the following: mediastinal emphysema, pneumo-
thorax, or air embolism. The most dangerous of these conditions is the
air embolism which occurs when air, expanding in the lung, is forced into
the pulmonary blood vessels and then into the left side of the heart. The
arterial circulation may quickly carry the air bubbles to the brain to
produce a cerebral air embolism, a condition which may be rapidly fatal
if not treated promptly by decompression.

A more likely mechanical problem of a too rapidly decreased air
pressure is formation of nitrogen bubbles as the gas leaves solution in
blood and tissues, a situation comparable to bubble formation in car-
bonated beverages when the closure is broken. These bubbles of liberated
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gas create circulatory impairment and local tissue damage and are
responsible for the signs and symptoms of decompression sickness.

The amount of bubble formation that will occur upon decompression
depends to a large extent upon 1) the amount of gas dissolved in the
tissues, which in turn is dependent upon the degree and duration of
exposure to pressure and upon the amount of body fat in which gas
can be dissolved; 2) conditions which alter blood flow, including age,
temperature, exercise, fright, and post-alcoholic state, especially if these
alterations in blood flow occur during or shortly after the decompression
process; and 3) the rapidity of decompression from elevated air pressure
to the ambient level. The conditions can, but are less likely to, occur
upon rapid ascent from ground level to high elevation in high perform-
ance aircraft.

Acute Signs and Symptoms

Bends: A relatively common manifestation of decompression sick-
ness is a dull, throbbing type of pain which is gradual in onset, progressive
and shifting in character, and frequently felt in the joints or deep in the
muscles and bones. When the symptoms of bends occur, they do so in
the first four to six hours in 80 percent of the cases, while the remainder
will occur within 24 hours. Contributing to variations in susceptibility
are such factors as age, obesity, defects to the lungs, heart impairments,
temporary ill health, and individual predisposition.

Chokes: This rather specific type of asphyxia occurs less frequently
than bends and is thought to be due to the accumulation in the large veins,
the right side of the heart, and the pulmonary vessels of quantities of gas
eliminated from the arterial circulation and from the extravascular tissues.
The earliest evidence of impending chokes is a sensation of substernal
distress felt during deep inspiration, especially during inhalation of
tobacco smoke which elicits paroxysmal coughing. These attacks of
coughing may proceed to loss of consciousness with all of the signs and
symptoms of a true shocklike syndrome.

Faralysis: The most serious complication of decompression sickness
is paralysis. Spastic paraplegia or monoplegia involving the lower
extremities may follow the formation of bubbles in the blood vessels and
tissues of the spinal cord. Immediate and prolonged decompression
usually brings about rapid recovery even following paraplegia. Cerebral
involvement is very rare.

Chronic Symptoms

Aseptic bone necrosis: The most likely chronic sequela of repeated
compressed air exposure is termed aseptic bone necrosis. This condition
is thought to be caused by the occlusion of small arteries in the bone by
bubbles of nitrogen followed by infarction in the involved area. The
sites of predilection for the occurrence of occlusion and necrosis, as seen
in this process, are the lower femoral diaphysis, the upper tibial diaphysis,
and the head and neck of the humerus and the femur. These lesions are
usually multiple and tend to be bilaterally symmetrical.
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Aseptic bone necrosis is usually asymptomatic unless joint surfaces
are involved, in which case pain may be a symptom. Complete collapse
of the affected joint has been known to occur. Healing takes place
through an osteocondensing process. This increase in density may appear
on roentgenographic examination as a snowcap on the top of the articular
surface.

Dysbaric osteonecrosis: A significant incidence of dysbaric osteone-
crosis has been recognized in caisson workers in the USA and England.
It has also been recognized to occur in Royal Navy divers, among com-
mercial divers working in USA coastal waters, in Japanese breathholding
divers, and even in U.S. Air Force pilots. There appears to be a correla-
tion between the disease and the number of decompressions undergone
by an individual, frequency of cxposure, magnitude of pressure, and
frequency of dysbarism-related incidents. It is uncertain whether the
disease can be prevented by adherence to recommended decompression
schedules.

HYPOBARIC ENVIRONMENTS

Two rather distinct types of occupational exposure to hypobaric
environments exist: high altitude and low altitude.

HIGH ALTITUDE SYMPTOMS

Among pilots and air crews engaged in operation of high performance
aircraft at extremely high altitudes (in excess of 30,000 feet), the greatest
single potential hazard is hypoxia. Deprivation of oxygen at these alti-
tudes results in rapid loss of consciousness. Exposure to these reduced
pressures (dysbarism) may also produce symptoms similar to those en-
countered by rapid decompression in divers. Bends, chokes, neurological
disorders, aeroembolism, aerodontalgia, aerotitis, and aerosinusitis have
all been described in air crewmen.

Dysbarism may be complicated by a type of neurogenic peripheral
circulatory failure or primary decompression shock consisting of any or
all of the following manifestations: intense pallor, profuse sweating,
faintness and dizziness, nausea, vomiting, and loss of consciousness,
These symptoms are usually relieved rapidly by descent from altitude.

OTHER ALTITUDE SYMFTOMS

Potential occupational hazards also exist at much lower altitudes,
where the effects of hypoxia are evidenced by impaired judgment and
performance, and a general feeling of malaise. Acute mountain sickness
(AMS) is considered a definite clinical syndrome characterized by over-
whelming depression, severe headache, nausea, vomiting, and loss of
appetite. Particularly characteristic is irritability of the subject. Virtually
all sojourners develop one or more symptoms, although the severity of
such symptoms varies widely among subjects. Peak severity is reached
within 48 hours and symptoms disappear over the following 2 to 4 days.
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PULMONARY EDEMA

Of considerable concern to the physician is the not infrequent occur-
rence of high altitude pulmonary edema. This circulatory disturbance
appears more frequently in children than adults, and frequently occurs
when altitude—acclimatized subjects return from sojourning at sea
level. There is a strong tendency for it to recur repeatedly in susceptible
subjects. The condition usually begins with progressive cough and dys-
pnea, and is associated with elevated pulmonary arterial pressures. Treat-
ment with O, or return to sea level usually abolishes symptoms rapidly.
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OSCILLATORY VIBRATIONS

Terry L. Henderson, Ph.D., Derek E. Dunn, Ph.D.,
R. J. Nozza, M.A., and Don Wasserman, M.S.E.E.

Research and study continue in efforts to verify noise tolerance
limits for protecting human hearing. The effects of different vibration
conditions for causing pain and injury or illness to individuals exposed
are also under study. The following sections offer a broad overview of
present findings in relation to recognizing the occupational origin of
certain symptoms due to exposure to oscillatory vibrations.
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NOISE

Advanced mechanization has created excessive noise in many oc-
cupations. Various aspects of noise exposure have been correlated with
hearing loss, and proposed exposure limits for protecting against hearing
loss have been developed.

DESCRIPTION

Noise is generally identified as unwanted sound. The word “sound”
itself can be used to mean either a physical pressure oscillation (alternate
increases and decreases in normal atmospheric pressure caused by a
rapidly vibrating object) or the resulting subjective auditory sensation
that occurs when the hearing mechanism is stimulated. The rate of vibra-
tion of the object corresponds to the frequency of sound expressed in
Hertz (Hz), the unit of frequency corresponding to one vibration cycle
per second.

The frequency range of audible sounds for healthy young ears is
usually considered to extend from 20 to 20,000 Hz although there is
evidence to indicate that the range of man’s hearing extends beyond these
limits. The simplest type of sound, called a pure tone, consists of a very
regular oscillation at a single frequency. This sound may be produced
by a tuning fork or electric means. In contrast, music, speech, and noise,
each containing a collection of different frequency sounds, are called
complex sounds.

The pattern of distribution of acoustical energy at the various fre-
quencies is referred to as the spectrum of the sound. The frequencies
comprising speech are found principally between 250 and 3,000 Hz.
This is, therefore, considered to be the most important range of fre-
quencies, since hearing loss for speech sounds would handicap the indi-
vidual in most daily activities.

MEASUREMENT

Sound pressure level (SPL) measurements are based upon the aver-
age (root mean square) amplitude of the pressure changes constituting
the sound stimulus and are directly related to the intensity or energy
characteristics of the sound. The unit of measurement is the “decibel,”
abbreviated “dB.” Instruments are readily available for measurement of
SPL. When measuring intense noises, one usually uses the “A-weighting”
feature that is incorporated into most sound level meters in order to
partially simulate the response to the human ear. If so, then the abbrevi-
ation for decibel is modified to “dB(A).”

The process of measuring the environmental sound level presents
problems because the sound levels are apt to be variable and to change
rapidly with time as well as with position. Although negative dB levels
(below zero) are theoretically possible, and extremely high levels may be
encountered at the exhaust of a turbojet or rocket, with rare exception
the environmental sound level will lic within the range of 20 to 125
dB(A).

Doubling the number of noisy machines in a room does not double



510 OCCUPATIONAL DISEASES

the sound level (it will probably increase by only about 3 dB). The
sound level in a room will depend upon 1) the total amount of sound
energy being produced within the room or leaking into the room from the
outside, 2) how thoroughly the room is enclosed, i.e., how well sound is
prevented from leaking out, 3) how acoustically absorbent the walls and
contents of the room are, 4) the size and shape of the room, and 5) the
distance to the sound source and to reflecting or shielding surfaces.

TYPES

Noise, commonly defined as unwanted sound, covers the range of
sound which is implicated in harmful effects. Noise can be classified
into many different types, including wide-band noise, narrow-band noise,
and impulse noise. To describe the spectrum of a noise the audible fre-
quency range is usually divided into eight frequency bands, each one-
octave wide, and SPL measurements are made in each band using a
special sound level meter. A wide-band noise is one where the acoustical
encrgy is distributed over a large range of frequencies. Examples of
wide-band noise can be found in the weaving room of a textile mill and
in jet aircraft operations.

Narrow-band noises, with most of their energy confined to a narrow
range of frequencies, normally produce a definite pitch sensation. For a
true narrow-band noise, only a single octave band will contain a signifi-
cant SPL. The noise caused by a circular saw, planer, or other power
cutting tools is occasionally of the narrow-band type, but usually there
is some spreading of the acoustic energy to several of the octave bands.

The impulse type of noise consists of transient pulses, occurring in
repetitive or nonrepetitive fashion. The operation of a rivet gun or a
pneumatic hammer usually produces repetitive impulse noise. The firing
of a gun is an example of non-repetitive impulse noise.

HARMFUL EFFECTS

Exposure to intense noise causes hearing losses which may be tem-
porary, permanent, or a combination of the two. These impairments
are reflected by elevated thresholds of audibility for discrete frequency
sounds, with the increase in dB required to hear such sounds being used
as a measure of the loss. Temporary hearing losses, also called auditory
fatigue, represent threshold losses which are recoverable after a period of
time away from the noise. Such losses may occur after only a few minutes
of exposure to intense noise. With prolonged and repeated exposures
(months or years) to the same noise level, there may be only partial
recovery of the threshold losses, the residual loss being indicative of a
developing permanent hearing impairment.

Temporary _

Temporary hearing impairment has been extensively studied in
relation to various conditions of noise exposure. Findings include the
following:

1) Typical industrial noise exposures produce the largest temporary
hearing losses at test frequencies of 4,000 and 6,000 Hz. The actual
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pattern of loss depends upon the spectrum of the noise itself. The greatest
portion of the loss occurs within the first 2 hours of exposure. Recovery
from such losses is greatest within 1 or 2 hours after exposure.

2) The amount of temporary hearing loss from a given amount of
noise varies considerably from individual to individual. For example,
losses at a given frequency due to noise intensities of 100 dB(A) may
range from O to more than 30 dB.

3) Low frequency noise, below 300 Hz, must be considerably more
intense than middle or high frequency noise to produce significant thresh-
old losses.

4) Considerably fewer temporary hearing losses result from inter-
mittent than from continuous noise exposure, even though the total
amount of noise exposure is the same in both instances.

Permanent

The permanent hearing loss that is seen in workers who have been
exposed to noise daily for a period of many years is very similar to the
pattern of temporary hearing loss except that the permanent loss is not
recoverable and does not respond to any known treatment or cure.

Exposure to intense noise, however, is only one cause of permanent
hearing damage. Other causes may be disease, mechanical injury, and
use of drugs. The time and nature of onset of the loss, the pattern of
hearing loss for different frequencies, the findings of an otologic examina-
tion and medical history are factors in determining whether a case of
permanent hearing damage might be due to noise exposure or other
causes. Once these causes have been excluded from the etiology of hear-
ing damage, the losses attributable to the aging process (presbycusis) must
be considered. Curves showing the usual deterioration in hearing with
increasing age are used to differentiate the amount of hearing loss due
to noise exposure from that due to the aging process. :

Figure 6 illustrates median shifts in hearing acuity of a group o
noise-exposed jute weavers. (Corrections for the effects of aging were
used to determine the effects due solely to noise.)

Although no direct physiological link has been established between
temporary and permanent hearing loss, the similarities have led to some
tentative conclusions, including the notion that permanent loss represents
the long term accumulation of residual losses from incomplete recovery
to repeated, daily temporary hearing loss. Evidence from noise-exposed
groups of workers shows that permanent threshold losses caused by noise
initially appear in the region 3,000 to 6,000 Hz and are most prominent
at 4,000 Hz. With continued exposure, the losses in hearing become
greater and occur at frequencies above and below the 3,000 to 6,000 Hz
range until eventually losses arc shown at most frequencies.

The losses in hearing due to exposure to intense occupational noise
(105 dB(A) or above) tend to reach a plateau at certain frequencies {most
notably 4,000 Hz) after about 10 years of exposure; further losses in
hearing at the frequency then develop more slowly, and may be accounted
for substantially by the aging process. Since the hearing loss for such
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frequencies which result from a 10-year exposure to noise appears to
approximate the temporary hearing loss resulting from a single day’s
exposure, it is possible that, when validated, the use of temporary thresh-
old losses as a susceptibility index for predicting permanent noise-in-
duced hearing losses may be a useful screening tool.
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Figure 6. Median permanent threshold shifts in hearing levels as a
function of exposure years to jute weaving noise. (Data
taken from Taylor, et al. [Ref. Taylor W. A., A. Mair, and
W. Burns. 1965. Study of noise and hearing in jute
weaving. J. Acoust. Soc. Am. 48:524-530]). (Figure
from Criteria for a Recommended Standard . . . Occupa-
tional Exposure to Noise.)
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Communications Interference

Noise which is not intense enough to cause hearing damage may still
disrupt speech communication and the hearing of other desired sounds.
Such disruptions will affect performance on those jobs which depend
upon reliable speech communication and may contribute to job stress.
More important, however, is the fact that the inability to hear commands
or danger signals due to excessive noise increases the probability of
severe accidents. Ear protectors are no solution because when they are
worn, shouting will be necessary for communication, which may lead to
hoarseness, and communication is still not assured.

Physiologic Effects

Physiologic reactions to a noise of sudden onset represent a typical
startle pattern. There is a rise in blood pressure, an increase in sweating,
an increase in heart rate, changes in breathing, and sharp contractions
of the muscles over the whole body. These changes are often regarded
as an emergency reaction of the body, increasing the effectiveness of any
muscular exertion which may be required. However desirable in emer-
gencies, these changes are not desirable for long periods since they could
interfere with other necessary activities. Fortunately, these physiologic
reactions subside with repeated presentations of the noise.

For performance on a task to remain unimpaired by noise, man must
exert greater effort than would be necessary under quiet conditions. When
measures of energy expenditure — for example, oxygen consumption
and heart rate — are made during the early stages of work under noisy
conditions they show variations which are indicative of increased effort.
Measurements in later stages under continued exposure, however, show
responses return to their normal level.

RECOMMENDED PROTECTIVE METHODS

Those controlling the individual company hearing conservation
activities should insure that no permanent hearing loss occurs among the
employees.

PERMISSIBLE EXPOSURE LIMITS

Noise dose limits are now required for workplaces to minimize
hearing loss from occupational exposure. Although louder noise is
allowed for brief periods during the workday, the mandatory noise level
limitation is 90 dB(A) for 8 hours exposure. As noted earlier, the
“(A)” denotes the use of the A-weighting scale of the sound level meter,
which takes into account the relative effectiveness of different frequencies
of the noise spectrum in producing hearing damage.

AUDIOMETRIC TESTING

Since early noise-induced losses almost always occur at frequencies
slightly above the so-called speech range, substantial impairments in
hearing can occur without the individual’s being aware of it. Impairments
in the perception of speech may not become noticeable until losses for
the speech frequencies are 20 dB or more.
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An effective audiometric testing program can be provided by utilizing
either company personnel and equipment or the services of an inde-
pendent organization on a contract basis.

The audiometric test is a simple means of evaluating a person’s
hearing acuity. An audiogram, which is a graph of hearing vs. frequency,
is the product of an audometric evaluation. An audiogram should be
obtained periodically for any employee working in a noise-related job
in order to monitor changes, if any, in hearing status. The initial or
baseline audiogram should be obtained prior to an employee’s first day
on a new assignment. The evaluation supplies the employer with not
only valuable information concerning the worker's ability to perform the
job safely and competently, but also documentation of the employee’s
hearing at that date in the event of a future claim for hearing loss com-
pensation.

In addition, the aging process, possible use of ototoxic drugs, off-
the-job activities, aver-susceptibility to noise, past medical problems, and
former work experiences, must all be taken into consideration in a com-
prehensive hearing evaluation. Most pertinent information can be ac-
quired when a full history is obtained at the preemployment examination
and supplemented at periodic tests.

Audiometric monitoring can be effective in protecting the worker
from incurring a significant hearing loss. Changes in a worker’s hearing
may indicate that the hearing conservation program is failing. Noise
measurements should be made to determine if there has been z change
in the noise levels or work patterns since the last noise survey was done.
A change in the noise level may be due to a modification of manufac-
turing technique, a malfunction of existing equipment, or the addition
of mew equipment. One should then determine if the noise control
measures are actually providing the attenuation anticipated and whether
administrative measures to reduce individual exposure doses are ade-
quate. It is very important to confirm that proper conditions of fit are
being maintained for any ear protectors being used. The worker may
need a refresher course on the use of ear protectors and the benefits of
cooperating with the hearing conservation effort. Unless the changes
revealed by the audiometric monitoring lead to effective correction ac-
tion, further hearing losses will not be prevented and the monitoring pro-
gram will have been rendered valueless.

When hearing testing is done, certain conventions must be followed.
A suitable quiet environment for the tests is particularly important. The
equipment used must mect fairly rigid specifications. The testing appa-
ratus (audiometer, head phones, test room) must be calibrated and pro-
cedure must be standardized in order to insure the comparability of a
test taken at one place and time with those done at some later time
in perhaps other workplaces.

The equipment is not the only component that needs careful atten-
tion in audiometric testing. The person responsible for the monitoring
program must be properly trained in the use of the audiometer, the mean-
ing of the audiogram, dealing with the industrial worker, and in the
providing of ear protection.
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EAR FROTECTION DEVICES

The subject of fitting of ear protection deserves special attention.
There are a variety of different types of devices available, each requiring
special procedures and considerations for obtaining proper fit. An em-
ployee may require several trials with different types and sizes of plugs
before a suitable combination of comfort and protection is obtained. The
decibel attenuation data provided by the manufacturer do not refiect the
inherent physical property of the device, but rather an optimistic level
of performance to be expected under good conditions of fit, which can-
not usually be maintained in the workplace.

POTENTIAL OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURES

Noise is the most widespread of all the occupational exposures and
may be encountered in almost any occupation.
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VIBRATION

Approximately 8 million workers in the United States are exposed
to occupational vibration (1). Most of these are workers in transportation
{e.g., truck and bus driving), farming, and construction; other exposed
workers are users of chain saws, pneumatic tools, and vibratory electrical
hand tools.

TERMINOLOGY

Vibration refers to any horizontal or vertical back-and-forth motion
of matter. With reference to man, vibration usually is subdivided into
wholebody and segmental vibration.

Wholebody vibration is vibration transmitted to the entire human
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body through some supporting structure such as a vehicle seat or building
floor.

Segmental vibration is vibration applied locally to specific body parts,
such as the hands and feet, by a vibrating hand tool, for example.

Vibratory frequency expressed in Hertz (Hz) describes the cyclic
nature of vibration. For wholebody vibration the 2 to 100 Hz range is
of interest; for segmental vibration the range of about 8 to 1,500 Hz is
of interest.

Displacement refers to the distance between the normal resting
position of an object and its position at a given time in its vibratory cycle.

Velocity refers to the time rate of change and displacement and is
expressed in ft/sec. or meters/sec.

Acceleration refers to the time rate of change of velocity (i.e., the
rate at which the velocity of the vibratory motion changes in direction).
Acceleration has been the most frequently used measurc of vibratory
magnitude because of the ease of measurement and the fact that from this
single measure, both vibration velocity and displacement can be easily
derived with clectronic integration. Acceleration is measured in gravita-
tional (g) units, expressed also in meters/sec. where 1 g = 9.8 m/sec.

Resonance refers to the human body tendency to act in concert with
externally generated vibration and to actually amplify the vibration; for
example, at 5 Hz man’s wholebody is in “resonance” with a vibratory
source; if, for example, at 5 Hz a vibratory magnitude of 1 g were applied
to a human subject’s buttocks, one could expect to measure as much as
2.5 g vibratory magnitude at the cranial level; thus, the body has intensi-
fied the actual applied vibration by a factor of 2.5 (g=gravitational force
at sea level).

WHOLEBODY VIBRATION

Chronic effects of vibration are not adequately known. Short-term
human and animal studies {2) however, have shown that wholebody
vibration may be regarded as a “gencralized stressor” and may affect
multiple body parts and organs depending on the vibration characteristics.
For example, for man the principal wholebody resonance occurs at 5 Hz
{mostly accounting for the resonance characteristics of the trunk and
upper torso); however, the head-shoulder system can resonate in the
frequency range of 20 to 30 Hz; and the eyeballs can resonate in the
60 to 90 Hz range. Other body parts can resonate at other frequencies.
In general, the larger the system mass, the lower the resonant frequency.

HARMFUL EFFECTS

Animal Studies: A study of rats exposed to vibration revealed a
drop in lymphocyte count, an increase in granulocyte count, an increased
leukocytic alkaline phosphatase activity, faster red-cell sedimentation,
higher plasma and erythrocyte chloride levels, and a lowering of ascorbic
acid and ATP levels of the erythrocytes (3). In a study of liver and kid-
ney function of rats exposed to vibration, ischemia of the liver and kid-
neys resulted after a single hour of exposure; hyperemia resulted in these
organs after 10 days’ exposure, and after 21 days of exposure, portions



PHYSICAL HAZARDS 517

of the vascular system ceased functioning (4). In a laboratory study on
the effects on monkeys of exposure to vibration, gastro-intestinal bleeding
and lowered hematocrits were noted during the exposure and multiple
lesions of the gastric mucosa were seen at necropsy (5).

Human Studies. Studies of human subjects (6,7,8,9) have shown
that during wholebody vibration there are increases in oxygen consump-
tion and pulmonary ventilation. I human subjects are exposed to intense
vibration, they may have difficulty in maintaining steady posture.

One study of 78 Russian concrete workers exposed to wholebody
vibration showed marked changes in bone structure involving spondylitis
deformations, intervertebral osteochondrosis, and calcification of the
intervertebral discs and Schmorl’s nodes (10). Hypoglycemia, hypocho-
lesteremia, and low ascorbic-acid levels in concrete workers exposed to
occupational vibration have also been reported (11). Gastrointestinal
tract changes in gastric secretions and peristaltic motility have been noted
in human (12) and animal (13) studies. Changes in nerve-conduction
velocities due to vibration have also been reported (14).

In one Polish study of agricultural and forestry workers a clinical
description of so-called vibration sickness is found:

The first stage is marked by epigastralgia, distension, nausea, loss of
weight, drop in visual acuity, insomnia, disorders of the labyrinth, colonic
cramps, etc. The second stage is marked by more intense pain concen-
trated in the muscular and osteoarticular systems. Objective examinations
of the workers disclosed muscular atrophy and trophic skin lesioms.
It is apparent that it is difficult to determine the critical moment at which
pathological changes set in, especially due to differences in individual sensi
tivity to vibration (15).

Safety Implications

In the human-performance area, with its possible safety implications,
studies of vibration have shown that the lowest subjective-discomfort-
tolerance level occurs around the 5-Hz resonant point. Manual tracking
capability is also most seriously affected at this 5-Hz point. Visual acuity
is severely impaired in the 1- to 25-Hz range.

On the other hand, performance of tasks such as those involving
pattern recognition, reaction time, and monitoring appears not to be
affected by exposure to vibration (16,17). Simulated heavy equipment
driving tests which compared the effects of a mixture of simultaneous
vibratory frequencies (similar to actual occupational vibration) revealed
that human subjects performed worse under the mixed conditions, grad-
ually improving as the mixture was replaced by nonresonant single
sinusoidal vibratory conditions (18).

SEGMENTAL VIBRATION

Segmental vibration, unlike wholebody vibration, appears to be more
a localized stressor creating injury to the fingers and hands of exposed
workers using such vibratory hand tools as chain saws, pneumatic chip-
ping hammers and picks, and electrically operated rotary grinders. Ex-
tensive use of such tools (especially in cold environments) has elicited the
so-called Raynaud’s phenomenon (i.e., “dead hand” or “vibration white
fingers” (VWF)). This condition is characterized by numbness and
blanching of the fingers with probable loss of muscular control and
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Table 12. Stages of Raynaud's phenomenon.

Stage Condition of digits Work and social interference
0 No blanching of digits No complaints
Or Intermittent tingling No interference with
activities
On Intermittent numbness
1 ‘Blanching of one or more No interference
fingertips with or without with activities
tingling and numbness
2 Blanching of one or more Slight interference with
complete fingers with numbness,  home and social activities
usually only in winter and interference at work
3 Extensive blanching, usually all Definite interference at
fingers bilateral, with frequent work, at home, and with
episodes, summer and winter social activities and
hobbies
4 Extensive blanching with all Occupation change

fingers involved and frequent
episodes summer and winter

required because of
severity of signs and
symptoms

reduction of sensitivity to heat, cold, and pain. Taylor (19) has developed
and utilized a clinical classification scheme (Table 12) for assessing the
extent of Raynaud’s phenomenon:

Localized vibratory effects are not limited to Raynaud’s phenome-
non. Studies have shown changes in bone (20) and development of
muscular weakness and degenerative alterations (21,22), primarily in
the ulnar and median nerves. Also reported are cases of vascular changes
and muscle atrophy (23,24), tenosynovitis (24), and Dupuytren’s di-
sease (24, 25) as well as cysts on some of the bones of the hand (24).

POTENTIAL OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURES
Wholebody Vibration

Truck drivers

Bus drivers

Heavy equipment operators

Farm vehicle and tractor operators

Foundry workers (mold shakeout, fork lift trucks, overhead cranes)

Railroads (engineers, conductors, track repair workers)

Fork lift operators

Overhead crane operators

Textile machine operators

Metal (refining, mills, manufacturing) operations (rolling operations,
fork lift trucks, overhead cranes, stamping operations, electric arc
furnace operations)
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Machine tool operators

Quarry workers

Mining (strip, and underground mining using automatic mining
machines)

Vehicular body stamping operators

Lumber mills, saw plants, plywood plants, wood products
manufacturing operations

Printing and publishing, press operators

Shoe manufacturing (routing operators)

Hand-Arm (Segmental) Vibration

Chain sawyers

Pneumatic tool operators (chippers, staple gun operators,
construction, and road operation)

Mining (jack leg and hand tool)

Electrical grinder operators (rotary, stand, swing grinders)

Metal extrusion operators

Wood products manufacturing
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